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Six years of International
ted Cross reports from
Southr Vietnam_ depict a
huge armed cffort to- sepa-
xate friend from foe in Viet-
nam’s. combat zones and to
confine tiie foes in a stead-
ily - expanding system of
camps and. prisons.

The vreports on the pris
prisoner-ofwar camps
and interrogation centers
set up in South Vietnam—
‘often with American advice
‘and  assistance—cover the
years 1668 to 1972,

Two cartons of reports,
forwarded to the U.S. gov-
‘ernment dwing the Vietnam
war, were declassified after
the war by the State Depart-
-ment, ending a 2% -year law-
suit to make them public.
“The suit was brought under
the Freedom of Information
Act by Lawyers at Ralph
Nader’s Public Citizens’ Lii-
gation  Group, headquar-
tered in Washington.

* The all-Swiss mission of
the International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC),
watching {or wviolations of
the 1949 Geneva convention
on treatmment for prisonem
of war, inspected and rein-
spected almost 100 facilities
throughout the war and
termed most of them satis-
factory.

Throuzh medical examina-
tion, however, ICRC inspee-
tors discovered evidence of
nistreaiment and brutality,
including beatings and tor-
ture, at two large prisons

and the two principal Viet-
- namese
canmps.
Those four
one-

prisoner-of-war.

facilities held

more than hird of the

peval

capacity ol
poopia,

“Is el relative,” said Ai-
chael G. MeCann, the last
hief of U.S.
lice advisers in  Vietnam.
“The conditions in some of
the prisens were better than
in that bir refugee camp
near Danana”

- i tional

\ILCann now working for
the .-\"ency for Interna-
Development here,

- was one of several C.S. civil-

lan and military officials
with knowledge of the Viet-

- namese prison system inter-

viewed to supplement infor- -

mation recorded in French

in the reports.

Four ICRC wofficials, in
New York aad Geneva, alsn

. were interviewed.

The separation of friend

from foe in Vietnam often
hegan on combat patrol
sweeps through fields, jun-
gles, villages and hamlets.

However, the ICRC dele-
gates—doctors, lawyers and
other professiopals—began
inspecting the process at the
next step—the classification
ol npersons, detained by
troops, into one of four cate-
Fories. .

These categories were in-
nocent civilians, who were
in the majority
sent home; prisoners of war,
civilians ch"m ging sides and
civiiian prlSOll&l S.

For example, on a June,
1968, visit to a classification
center set up by the U.S. Sth

Division at Dongtam, four

27
two

1ICRC delegates ,fmma
pcople—33 men and
women, afded 18 to
tained. Sixteen had been
classitied innocent, 17 given
prisoner-of-war status.
four were called civilian
prisoners. One of these was

‘a worman accused of carry-

prison and po- .

the main center

ing ammunition.

“She will be transferred
to Mytho and given to the
(Vietnamese) police.” the re-

port said. “She had her baby

with her.”

The road from classifica-
tion to confinement could
hranch off, for the \vouucle(‘
'll‘) ‘l hed at a .8, 'ﬂllu""/

nff

lL .mo c*ould ‘nan(h
temporarily inte one of a

neiwork  of  interrogation
centers. The reports men-
tion a totally dark cell in

in Saizon.

and were

33—de-..

and .

Eventually, howaver, most E

of those picked up in the
field sweeps were sent to
prisoner-of-war camps, civil- _
ian prisons, or camps {or ci-
vilians ‘-’v'hf) .ﬂ&,ned up to

I switen auevxance from the Vietnamese
Vietcong to the Saizon gav- |

ernment. There are no Red
! Cross reports on the last fa-
' cilities
! Tihe Red Cross recovds
show that. most of the pris-

oners fell into the ill-defined

category of - cwman prison-

ers, thea called -"civil de-
fendan:s.” I

In  Vietpam’s Irregular
war, e reports show,

American combat units took

and classitied more civil de- !

fendants than POWs. At
Americanrun ‘prisoner
“collecting points,” the clas-

. pacification program in Vi-
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) (,I~l Dzrector Wlllla.n F
Colby. former head of the

etnam, totd a House commit-
tee in 1971 that although
these arrests were made by
personnel, “[
was never able to take the

. bosition that if something

wrong went on over there it

- could b2 sort of left to the

sif_ica'..rna were made after !

interrozation by mixed U.S.
and Sguith Vie
tary inielligence teams.

The T.S. regulation gov- |
erning
tion in Vistnam stated that
each uznit was
sponsible” for each classifi-
caticn made. And, in 1970,
the United States told the

tnamese mili- -

“wholly re- !

ICRC in a leiter that it con- !

sidered irself responsible for
the treatment of 21l prison-
ers, civilians and POWs,
captured by U.S. troops.
From the field collecting
points, POWs were sent to
. Vietramese-run prison

camps. “where, according to
U.S. mniitary  regulations,
U.S. advisers kept frack of,

and wers held responsible,
for thermn.

regulariz visited these ¢
camps. - %
Similar classifications

were us2d, prison reports
show. 1

civilians  taken
¢ by th namese

or

7.

e

tionai P
ary  fieid

pr)hu:-'
ampanied troops on
rough villages—or
the CIA-sponsored

sweeps
seized in

i
!

The ICRC teams !

Phoenix  program, under
which theusapds of sus-
pected Vietcong were ar-
rested and imprisoned. J

coverall eifort

v

nrisoner classifica- !

“send civil prisoners

Vietnamese as to resvonsi-
bility. T felt that eur country

and our zZovernment are in-

volved . in support of the

there, that

there is nothing we can say
(that) we do not have some
respon~1bxhtv to improve, to
don something about.”

Asked at that hearing,
“Are you certain that we
know a member of the Viet.
cong infrastructure from =z
loval member of the Soutin

Vietnamese citizenry?”
Cotby replied, “No ... I am
not.”

Aceording  to 3icCann,

“however, once the snpeds
were bruugnt hefore the

“provincial security commit-

tees” that decided thair fote,
“the Jxav was mnore in our
minds than  theirs. They
Lnew .their own people.”
These committees could
away
for up to two years without
trial. R
“Civil defendants™
handed over as
under Vietnamese law to
South Vietnam's poiice, who
often treated them as puliti-
cal prisoners, accerdin:g
some of the repoerts and
ICRC ofricials.
T'hese prisoners
into a gray a
side the view of

were

dropped

ICRC in-

spectovs and away from the .
benehto of the pressure of -

South
The

then: coinplaints 1o
Y wtn unese  officials.

Saniit e HEATIE T

ment o
nan,
Ned Cross freely
and report on civid prisops.
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